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Ovarian Cancer Clinical Trial Launch Lauded 
by Minnesota Ovarian Cancer Alliance

MINNEAPOLIS (Oct. 4, 2005) -- Minnesota Ovarian Cancer Alliance (MOCA) Executive 
Director Kathleen Gavin today welcomed the news of a long-awaited clinical trial that is 
designed to develop an accurate way to detect the reoccurrence of ovarian cancer from 
protein information in the blood.  The trial, which will be conducted at 10 medical 
institutes around the country, is planning to enroll 400 women over the next 24 months. 
Ovarian cancer survivors who live near, or can travel to, one of the centers are 
encouraged to consider engaging in this study.

“MOCA represents women with ovarian cancer, a disease for which there is currently no 
screening method,” explained Gavin, emphasizing that “it is imperative that an accurate 
test is developed to discover ovarian cancer in its early stages.” Currently, the study is 
looking at ways to detect reoccurrences of ovarian cancer, but the hope is that 
eventually this test can be used for screening high risk women.  Each year, almost 
23,000 new cases of ovarian cancer are diagnosed.  And approximately 70% of these 
women will have an advanced stage of the disease, when the five year rate of survival 
is less than 25%.

To be eligible to enroll in the clinical trial, women must have an advanced-stage of 
ovarian cancer, have completed their initial chemotherapy within nine weeks of starting 
this trial, and show no evidence of cancer following the conclusion of their first 
treatment.  The trial is non-invasive and the participating women will have a physical 
exam and routine lab tests performed every three months and a CT scan of the 
abdomen and pelvis every six months.

Dr. Elise Kohn, of the National Cancer Institute’s Center for Cancer Research and lead 
investigator of this study, said the researchers will want to harness all of the protein 
information in the patients’ blood samples searching for leads on how to detect ovarian 
cancer at an early stage when it can be most effectively treated. When detected early 
and treated properly, more than 90% of the women diagnosed with the disease will 
survive longer than five years.



Dr. Kohn is the featured speaker the University of Minnesota’s Ethel N. Ruvelson 
Lecture in Ovarian Cancer, which is being held from 2:50 pm - 3:30 pm on Tuesday, 
Oct. 11, 2005 at the Radisson Hotel Metrodome on the University of Minnesota campus.

The centers where the clinical trials are being conducted are located in Birmingham, 
Boston, Chicago, Durham, Evanston, Houston, Los Angeles, New York City, 
Philadelphia, Seattle and at the NCI in Bethesda. For more information, visit MOCA’s 
web site www.mnovarian.org or the National Cancer Institute web site at 
www.cancer.gov or call NCI’s cancer information service at 1-800-4-CANCER (1-800-
422-6237).

The mission of Minnesota Ovarian Cancer Alliance (MOCA) is to fund ovarian cancer research, 
raise awareness of the disease, and provide support to women with ovarian cancer and their 
families. In the past five years, MOCA has awarded more than $1 million for ovarian cancer 
research in Minnesota.
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